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Editorial: 'Alt-' wrong 


Kokomo Tribune Editorial Board 

During President Donald Trump’s mostly improvised press conference 
Tuesday at Trump Tower in New York City, he provided a significant signal 
boost to terms that were probably new to many in the audience. He was 
responding to reporters’ questions about the deadly protests over the 


weekend in Charlottesville, Virginia. 


Reporter: Sen. [John] McCain said that the ‘alt-right’ is behind these 
attacks, and he linked that same group to those who perpetrated the attack 


in Charlottesville. 


Trump: Well, I don’t know. I can't tell you. I'm sure Sen. McCain must know 
what he's talking about. But when you say the ‘alt-right,’ define ‘alt-right’ to 
me. You define it. Go ahead. No, define it for me. Come on, let's go. Define it 


for me. 
Reporter: Sen. McCain defined them as the same group — 
Trump: OK, what about the ‘alt-left’? 


Stop. 


“Alt-right” and “alt-left” are meaningless euphemisms. To get to the truth of 


the matter, it’s important to know why they exist at all. 


“The ‘alt-right’ or ‘alternative right’ is a name currently embraced by some 
white supremacists and white nationalists to refer to themselves and their 
ideology, which emphasizes preserving and protecting the white race in the 
United States in addition to, or over, other traditional conservative positions 
such as limited government, low taxes and strict law-and-order,” wrote John 
Daniszewski, vice president for standards for The Associated Press, on Nov. 
28, 2016. “The movement has been described as a mix of racism, white 


nationalism and populism. 


“Alt-right” is a marketing term meant to muddy the waters. Just ask 
AltRight.com co-editor and arrested Charlottesville protester Richard 


Spencer. 


“Spencer says he is not a Nazi,” reported The New York Times’ Liam Stack 
on Jan. 21. “[He is] a member of the ‘alt-right,’ which he calls ‘identity 
politics for white Americans and for Europeans around the world.’ How is 
that different from Nazism? Nazism is ‘a historical term’ that ‘is not going to 


resonate today,’ he said.” 


In an effort to establish the same false equivalencies Trump espoused, the 


companion term “alt-left” was introduced to smear critics of the “alt-right.” 


The trouble is, the “alt-right” may call themselves “alt-right,” but no one the 


“alt-right” would call “alt-left” calls themselves that. 


We must stop using these phrases immediately. 


“Avoid using ‘alt-right’ generically and without definition because it is not 
well known and the term may exist primarily as a public-relations device to 
make its supporters’ actual beliefs less clear and more acceptable to a 
broader audience,” wrote Daniszewski. “In the past we have called such 


beliefs racist, neo-Nazi or white supremacist.” 


Exactly. We already had terms to describe these beliefs. We don’t require 


intentionally confusing new ones. 


